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INDIGENOUS WOMEN & 
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The First Voice and Climate Change

When we talk about science knowledge, we often neglect the contribution of 
indigenous peoples: particularly indigenous women. With nearly 200 million 
indigenous women at the front line of climate change, their science knowledge 
is complementary, instructive and vital to scientific research in the “Global 
North”. The “First Voice” of indigenous women is central to building ecological 
resilience and steering international action on climate change mitigation. 
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Valerie Kasaiyian (left), of Kenya, addresses a press conference on the empowerment of indigenous women 

at the United Nations, New York: March 2016. UN photo/Eskinder Debebe

70 DEGREES 30 MINUTES NORTH: NUNAVUT, CANADA

An adventurous traveler, journeying through the Arctic wilderness of Nunavut, 

may find the most pragmatic means of transport to be dogsled or snowmobile. 

Most of Nunavut has no formal roads: this most northern territory of Canada is 

among the most sparsely inhabited regions of the world, its populace of 35,000 

dotted over an area the size of Western Europe. Voyagers to the pristine Arctic 

terrain will spot ghostly, playful beluga whales in the crystal waters, caribou 

crossing the tundra valleys and polar bears roaming on the ice pack. 










